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Another 
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Girl love 
match? 

pg 18 


Man’s body 
found in 
north end 

fatality Police were called 
yesterday morning to inves¬ 
tigate the discoveiy of a 
dead body in the north end. 

Details are sketchy, but 
police have released that 
the body of an adult man 
was found on the grass of 
Grand Trunk Park near 109 
Street and 130 Avenue. 

An autopsy has yet to be 
scheduled, after which, the 
man’s identity will be re¬ 
leased. 

“Unfortunately, we have 
veiy little to go on at this 
point,” said EPS spokesman 
Dean Parthenis. 

This is the second suspici¬ 
ous death reported week. 
On Sunday, a man’s body 
was found on a blood-splat¬ 
tered walkup to an apar¬ 
tment building at 11505- 

107 Ave. VICTORIA HANDYSIDES/ 
METRO VANCOUVER 



Busting into 
music history 


Sports display One week for icing 



Ritchie Velthuis with the Sculptors' Association of Alberta fine tunes part of an ice sculpture in 
front of the provincial legislature. A team of sculptors is rushing to finish the Alberta sports- 
themed display, which takes close to a week's worth of work, for tomorrow's opening. 


Coalition or 
campaign? 

Expect 6 weeks of Tory ads 
if PM shuts House: Analyst 


NEIL MACKINNON 

neil.mackinnon(§metronews.ca 


Expect Stephen Harper to 
prorogue Parliament until 
January and get ready for 
a vicious propaganda cam¬ 
paign, says one political 
analyst. 

It equates to a “parlia¬ 
mentary putsch,” said Uni¬ 
versity of Calgary political 
scientist Bany Cooper on 
the heels of Gov. Gen. 
Michaelle Jean’s early re¬ 
turn from Europe to deal 
with a coalition pact be¬ 
tween Liberals and New De¬ 
mocrats, propped up by the 
Bloc Quebecois, that threat¬ 
ens to oust the Conservative 
minority government. 

“You can put together a 
pretty effective propaganda 
campaign in six weeks out¬ 
lining just how secretive 
and cynical these three 
stooges have been,” said 
Cooper, fully expecting a 
scathing attack ad cam¬ 
paign in Tory defence. 

Around water coolers, Ed- 


‘Time out’ 

• Premier Ed Stelmach yester¬ 
day called for a “time out” in 
order to “focus on the real is¬ 
sue facing Canada.” 

montonian Rob Gardner sa¬ 
id opinion is split on wheth¬ 
er a potential coalition is de¬ 
signed to stimulate the eco¬ 
nomy or a farce to quell the 
sour grapes of sore losers. 

“People are laughing and 
shaking their heads,” said 
Gardner. “We already have 
one clown running this cir¬ 
cus, we don’t need three.” 

While finger-pointing 
runs rampant, Grant Mac- 
Ewan poli-sci Prof. Chal¬ 
deans Mensah said in this 
case, there’s enough hum¬ 
ble pie to go around. 

“There’s a real sense of an 
engineered crisis here, and 
all parties must share the 
blame because both the 
government and opposition 
all made this situation un¬ 
tenable,” said Chaldeans. 

MORE COVERAGE/PGS 3,4 


Council debates neighbourhood-makeover cash 


Automotive pg 8 


Honda's Fit 
a class leader 


ShareYourViews 
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revitalization. City budget 
deliberations continued yes¬ 
terday, with emphasis on 
how to allocate more than 
$100 million to beautify 
crumbling neighbourhoods. 


Money for neighbourhood 
revitalizations wasn’t allo¬ 
cated by administration in 
the budget proposal, with no 
funding plan for a need ex¬ 
ceeding $150 million. 


The money would be 
used over 10 years to slap a 
shiny exterior on streets 
such as 118 Avenue, 107 Av¬ 
enue, Jasper Avenue and 
Stony Plain Road. 


“How can we move these 
areas ahead?” asked Mayor 
Stephen Mandel. “You (ad¬ 
ministration) wanted a 24 
per cent increase. I want to 
do it without bankrupting 


the communities.” 

Administration will deliv¬ 
er a plan for generating rev¬ 
enue for the projects next 
week. victoria handysides/ 
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Housing market plunges to 10-year low 

Residential housing sales during the month of November have dipped to levels not seen in the city since 1998, the Realtors Association of Edmonton said yesterday. 
“Our members report there are a lot of potential buyers in the market, but many are not ready to commit," said president Marc Perras. metro edmonton 


Local 



Oops, she’s coming back again 


Britney Spears is coming back to Alberta's capital April 6 ,10 years after 
her last visit to Rexall Place. The pop singer will include Edmonton on 
her comeback tour, which will includes 27 stops across North America. 
Her other Canadian dates include Toronto, Montreal and Vancouver. 
Tickets go on sale Saturday. metro edmonton 





BREAKFAST 

TELEVISION 

weekdays at 6 


Crtytv 


O ROGERS 


Gangsters go 
to school: Cop 

crime Gangsters are hitting 
the books and blending in 
with regular college stu¬ 
dents, a police Gang Unit of¬ 
ficer warns. 

Const. Phil Werth is one 
speaker lined up for today’s 
civil campus conference at 
the Shaw Conference Centre. 

The event boasts a lineup 
of speakers and panelists, 
touching on issues such as 
post traumatic stress, ag¬ 
gression and gang culture 
as it relates to post-sec¬ 
ondary education. 

The Gang Unit responds 
to any suspected organized- 
crime complaints, which in¬ 
cludes school shootings, 
Werth said. 

“There are definitely a lot 
of gang members enrolled at 
schools,” he said. “If you got 
involved with these people, 
you’d be in serious danger.” 

METRO EDMONTON 


News in brief 


BUTT OUT The smoke will clear 
from all NAIT campuses by the 
end of the school year. Current¬ 
ly, smoking is banned within 10 
metres of entrances, air intakes 
and bus shelters. Concerns 
were brought forward from 
staff and students, forcing an 
inter-campus ban effective July 

1. METRO EDMONTON 


Five-year-old twins, Denise, left, and Nicole Raho, wait for a news conference to end yesterday 
morning. The children have a rare sleeping disorder, which forced them to seek medical help in the 
United States. 


Alberta’s ombudsman is 
investigating why a num¬ 
ber of Albertans in need of 
funding for medical proce¬ 
dures outside the country 
have been turned down by 
the provincial government 
without an explanation. 

Gord Button says his of¬ 
fice has received 12 com¬ 
plaints from people who 
were in need of critical 
treatments, including two 
five-year-old girls who need¬ 
ed therapy for an extreme 
sleeping disorder known as 
head-banging. 

“In my view, this is ad¬ 
ministratively unfair,” said 
Button. “The complaints 
I’ve investigated, it is un¬ 
clear how decisions were 
made, what evidence was 
considered, and how that 
evidence was weighed in re¬ 
acting to a decision.” 

The mother of the two 


girls — Nicole and Denise 
— says her Red Deer family 
had to pay $7,000 out of 
their own pockets to take 
the children to a special 
doctor in Chicago since Al¬ 
berta Health and Wellness 
refused to pay for it. 


“I was lucky enough to 
have those resources by tak¬ 
ing them to the States,” said 
Emerald Raho. “This is 
about Alberta as a whole, 
and making sure people can 
get the services when they 
need them.” 


Button says his investiga¬ 
tion will focus on figuring if 
assessments on applications 
are done in a fair manner. 
The ombudsman would al¬ 
so like to hear stories from 
other Albertans who had 
out-of-country surgeiy. 



Med funding refusals reviewed 
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Metis take Alberta government to court over hunting rights 


lawsuit Metis will be chal¬ 
lenging the province in a 
court battle to protect what 
they believe is their right to 
hunt and fish for food. 

The lawsuit, filed to the 
Court of Queen’s Bench by 


the Metis Nation of Alberta 
Association, claims Metis 
have the right to hunt and 
fish on Crown lands across 
the province. 

The province originally 
recognized Metis hunting 


rights, but the government 
changed its policies recent¬ 
ly to restrict harvesting to 
17 communities and eight 
settlements mostly in 
northern Alberta. 

“This is a colossal waste of 


eveiybody’s time, there are 
court resources, and taxpay¬ 
ers should be outraged,” said 
Jean Teillet, a lawyer with the 
Metis association’s team, dur¬ 
ing a small rally yesterday. 

PAUL MCLEOD/METRO EDMONTON 


Senior pushed to 
ground in robbery 

theft Police are on the 
lookout for a robber who 
preyed on a senior citizen 
on Monday night. 

Around 8 p.m., an 83- 
year-old woman was load¬ 
ing packages in the trunk 
of her car after shopping 
near 137 Avenue and 40 
Street. 

A man approached her 
with a knife and demanded 
her belongings, slammed 
her to the ground, jumped 
in her car, and tore off. 

Police are urging citizens 
to be on the lookout for a 
blue 2003 Ford Taurus with 
an Alberta licence plate 
GWE 050 and a white male, 
mid-20s, around 5-foot-4, 
with a grey complexion. 
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Olympic security going to sea? 

RCMP are again looking to use cruise ships to house security officers during the 2010 Vancouver 
Olympics, even though their first attempt at such a plan fell apart amid a cost dispute, reuters 
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Canada 



Greens May be in 


The Green Party may have a role to play in a proposed coalition 
government aimed at replacing the minority Conservatives, leader 
Elizabeth May, left, said yesterday. The party, which has no elect¬ 
ed members in Parliament, fully supports the alliance. May said 
she has been in discussions with Liberal leader Stephane Dion 
over what role the party might play in the coalition. reuters 


Nation watching Gov. Gen. 

Decision Maker 


Media mogul Ted 
Rogers dead at 75 

Toronto Ted Rogers, who 
headed a North American 
broadcasting, publishing 
and telecoms 
conglomerate, has died, 
Rogers Communications 
said yesterday. He was 75. 

Rogers, who was hospital¬ 
ized in late 
October for 
an existing 
heart condi¬ 
tion, died at 
his home in 
Toronto. 

“Though 
Ted was re¬ 
lentless in 
business and building this 
company over the years, he 
was also veiy much a family 
man,” said Phil Lind, 

Rogers’ vice-chairman, who 
worked with the founder 
for almost 40 years, reuters 


Video: The life and legacy 
of Ted Rogers at 
metronews.ca/canada 

Bus security to be 
upped: Greyhound 

safety Greyhound will 
tighten security at Canadi¬ 
an bus terminals, including 
screening passengers with 
hand-held metal detectors, 
the company said yesterday. 

The new rules come four 
months after Tim McLean, 
22, was beheaded by a fel¬ 
low passenger on a bus 
near Portage La Prairie, 
Man., though Greyhound 
said the change was the re¬ 
sult of a two-year security 
study. The rules will start 
Dec. 15, beginning at termi¬ 
nals in Calgaiy and Edmon¬ 
ton, Alta, and Winnipeg, 

Man. REUTERS 


Having spent the past 
week in a flurry of 
handshakes and speeches, 
she is coming home to 
hole herself up with books 
and advisers to grapple 
with a crisis that places 
the fate of the 
government in her hands. 

“It must be lonely in a 
way,” constitutional schol¬ 
ar Paul Thomas of the Uni¬ 
versity of Manitoba said of 
the enormous task facing 
Gov. Gen. Michaelle Jean as 
she returns to Ottawa to¬ 
day after cutting short her 
four-country European 
tour. 

“I’m sure she has trusted 


politics Prime Minister 
Stephen Harper launched 
an all-out public relations 
war on his united opposi¬ 
tion yesterday. 

Fighting for his political 
life, Harper has given the 
nod to pep rallies, an adver¬ 
tising blitz and speeches by 
ministers to sway public 
opinion in his favour. 

Harper faces almost cer¬ 
tain defeat if an opposition 
motion of non-confidence 
goes ahead as scheduled on 
Monday. The Tories are 
considering a move to ask 
Gov. Gen. Michaelle Jean, 
who returns to Ottawa to¬ 
day after cutting short a Eu¬ 
ropean state visit, to dis¬ 
continue or “prorogue” the 
40th Parliament as early as 
tomorrow to avoid the 
vote. 


• Michaelle Jean became Cana¬ 
da's 27th Governor General in 
September 2005. Jean was 
born in Port au Prince, Haiti. 
She immigrated to Canada 
with her family in 1968, fleeing 
the dictatorial regime of the 
time. She is fluent in five lan¬ 
guages: French, English, Italian, 

confidants in her office, 
but at the end of the day, 
she has to sit down and ask 
herself what’s the right 
thing to do in the national 
interest.” 

Her country will be 


The Prime Minister led 
the way yesterday in calling 
a proposed NDP-Liberal 
coalition that wants to re¬ 
place him “undemocratic” 


Spanish and Creole. 

• An award-winning journalist, 
Jean worked for eight years 
with Quebec shelters for bat¬ 
tered women, while actively 
aiding in the establishment of 
a network of emergency shel¬ 
ters throughout Quebec and 
elsewhere in Canada. 

watching — and judging 
— her answer to that ques¬ 
tion, and even history may 
never make up its mind 
whether she got it right. 

It appears increasingly 
likely Jean will face a re- 


and a threat to national uni¬ 
ty. He derided it for handing 
the balance of power to 
“separatists” — an accusa¬ 
tion his rivals mocked, cit- 


quest from Prime Minister 
Stephen Harper to pro¬ 
rogue, or shut down, the 
current parliamentary ses¬ 
sion before opposition par¬ 
ties get the chance to kick 
him out next week in the 
hopes of taking power 
with a coalition govern¬ 
ment. 

She has the power to re¬ 
fuse him — a power that 
constitutional scholars and 
a former governor general 
say must be exercised with 
extreme caution — but 
nonetheless remains im¬ 
portant as she fulfils her 
duties to maintain stability. 

Before Jean makes up 


ing Harper’s own govern¬ 
ment’s reliance on the Bloc 
Quebecois to pass two budg¬ 
ets in the past. 

TORSTAR NEWS SERVICE 


her mind, she will consult 
with a number of discreet 
advisers — both an in- 
house legal team and any 
number of academics and 
lawyers and others from a 
variety of fields and politi¬ 
cal leanings — who will 
help the former broadcast 
journalist wade through a 
Constitution that is often 
ambiguous or even silent 
on the most complicated 
issues. 

TORSTAR NEWS SERVICE 


Video: Canadian reaction to 
Ottawa drama ranges from 
glee to outrage at 
metronews.ca/Canada 


BAILOUT The need to help the 
auto industry and preserve 
400,000 jobs has Premier Dal¬ 
ton McGuinty calling for a reso¬ 
lution to the political crisis in 
Ottawa. McGuinty has been 
working closely with Stephen 
Harper on an aid package for 
the automakers. 

MISSING Four people were 
missing yesterday as search- 
and-rescue crews responded to 
a vessel that had capsized off 
Newfoundland's southeast 
coast, CBC News Online 
reports. The Cap Blanc, which 
had been based in the French 
islands of St-Pierre-Miquelon, 
had left the Newfoundland 
port of Argentia on Monday, 
and had been heading home 
with a cargo load of road salt. 
The islands are just south of 
Newfoundland. 

METRO NEWS SERVICES 





Prime Minister Stephen Harper receives a standing ovation from his caucus during question period 
in the House of Commons on Parliament Hill in Ottawa yesterday. 
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Blame the boomers 



f youth is wasted on 
the young, then maybe 
love is, too. How else to 
explain yet another 
young woman selling 
her virginity on the web, 
or the blogs, books and TV 
shows promoting starter 
marriages? 

I was talking to a young 


friend about relationships. 
I wondered how she meets 
guys. Do she and her 
friends go to bars? “Oh 
no,” she said. She and her 
friends might go to bars to 
meet a guy for a one-night 
fling but to find a mean¬ 
ingful relationship, they go 
online. 

And what do they do, I 
asked, once they’ve found 
these meaningful relation¬ 
ships. Do they marry? 
“Lol,” she said. Why would 
they marry? Why bother? 

My generation is to 
blame for this laissez-faire 
attitude toward love and 
commitment. 


We raised kids with an 
attention span of about 
three minutes, with a pick 
and choose attitude to¬ 
ward life, who select a ca¬ 
reer based on how much 
vacation time it gives 
them, who think happi¬ 
ness and success are a 
right, and who blame 
everyone but themselves 
when they are unhappy or 
fail. We taught them that 
it’s OK to flee a marriage 
and bust up a family be¬ 
cause one or the other of 
their parents isn’t ‘happy.’ 

Don’t worry, we still love 
you, and here’s a trip to Ja¬ 
maica to prove it, but gotta 


go ’cause I’ve been unhap¬ 
py for years. This genera¬ 
tion views divorce as an ac¬ 
ceptable social trend. 

We raised a generation 
of kids from broken 
homes, egomaniacs with 
poor self-esteem, people 
who go to clubs for casual 
sex and who look to Inter¬ 
net sites to find a meaning¬ 
ful relationship that does¬ 
n’t include marriage. 

For this generation, 
maybe love is a dish best 
served cold. 


Denise Rudnicki is a West Coast-based writer, 
communications executive, and journalism 
instructor at Royal Roads University. 



HE STARTED IT! 


Word on the street: Will you be giving money to a Christmas charity this year 
despite the global economic downturn? 


Scott Campbell Lisa Skeed 



age 19, 

Edmonton 

A: It doesn't matter how 
the economy gj| 
is doing, I'm 
just not a 
give- 

something- 
to-charity 
kind of 
guy. 


age 27, 

Edmonton 

A: Yes. I'll give 
happily to 
whoever 


comes 
around 
when I 
have mon¬ 


ey in my 
pocket. 


Fred Johnson 

age 64, 



Edmonton 

A: I usually do 
give to a 
charity this 
time of 
year, and I 
think I will 
this year be¬ 
cause my job 
hasn't been 
affected. 



Metro Life 
Panel 


Results from the 
Canadian Metro 
Life Panel (357 
respondents): 

Yes: 25 % 

No: 7 % 

Don't know: 68 % 


Letters 


Put away your partisan ways Harper has made a believer 
and put the economy first out of some in Canada 


It is sickening to watch the 
eyes of opposition leaders 
in Ottawa aglow with arro¬ 
gant greed for power at a 
time when the country can 
least afford it. Come now, 
you elected officials — 
your performance of late is 
like a five-year-old having a 
temper tantrum. Please 
shed your diaper-stage per¬ 
formances, drop your par¬ 
tisanship and start tack¬ 
ling the task at hand: A de¬ 
teriorating economy. 

GERTIE POOL, ABBOTSFORD, B.C. 


Why can’t we just give the 
Conservatives a chance to 
rule the countiy and see 
what happens? Why can’t 
we just give Mr. Harper 
some trust, some time and 
the respect he deserves as a 
prime minister elected by 
the people? 

It seems that Mr. Dion is 
still not accepting his de¬ 
feat. If another election is 
unavoidable, I believe Mr. 
Harper will still be our 
prime minister. 

YAN ZHOU, TORONTO, ONT 
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N.Y. governor could swap Clintons when choosing new senator 

New York Gov. David Paterson has famous names to choose from in picking a replacement for Senator Hillary Clinton, including another Clinton 
— as in the former U.S. president. But speculation over Bill Clinton, while intriguing, is largely dismissed as politically impractical. Reuters 


World/Business 


U.S. looks to ease tensions 


Business 


U.S. Secretary of State 
Condoleezza Rice arrived 
in New Delhi yesterday 
hoping to ease tension be¬ 
tween India and Pakistan 
that has surged over the 
Mumbai attacks and put 
U.S. counterterrorism 
efforts at risk. 

The rampage by 10 Is¬ 
lamist gunmen in India’s 
financial capital last week 
stoked longstanding Indi¬ 


an suspicions that Pakistan 
is unwilling, or unable, to 
stop militants on its soil 
from attacking India. 

Rice cut short a European 
tour to go to India to meet 
Prime Minister Manmohan 
Singh, who is under elec¬ 
tion-year pressure to craft a 
muscular response to oppo¬ 
sition criticism that his rul¬ 
ing Congress party is weak 
on security. 


On Monday, India re¬ 
newed a longstanding de¬ 
mand for custody of about 
20 fugitives it believes are 
hiding in Pakistan. 

Indian Foreign Minister 
Pranab Mulcherjee said mil- 
itaiy action was not being 
considered, but later 
warned a peace process be¬ 
gun in 2004 was at risk if 
Pakistan did not act deci¬ 
sively. 


His Pakistani counter¬ 
part offered a joint probe 
to find the militants re¬ 
sponsible for the killing 
spree in Mumbai in which 
183 people were killed. 

“We don’t want to do 
anything in haste. We 
don’t want to do anything 
that fuels confrontation,” 
Pakistani Foreign Minister 
Shah Mehmood Qureshi 

Said. REUTERS 


News in brief 


DISEASE The death toll from 
Zimbabwe’s worst recorded 
cholera epidemic has risen to 
nearly 500, the World Health 
Organization said yesterday, in 
a sign of the rapidly deepening 
crisis. The disease is normally 
preventable and treatable. 
VATICAN Gay-rights groups and 
newspaper editorials yesterday 
condemned the Vatican for its 
decision to oppose a proposed 
UN resolution calling on gov¬ 
ernments worldwide to de¬ 
criminalize homosexuality. 


HEALTH There is no evidence 
that brand-name drugs for 
heart and other cardiovascular 
ailments work any better than 
their cheaper generic counter¬ 
parts, researchers said. 
WEAPONS States must ratify a 
new treaty banning cluster mu¬ 
nitions swiftly to avoid delay in 
clearing and destroying stock¬ 
piles of the weapons, cam¬ 
paigners said. Around 100 gov¬ 
ernments are expected to sign 
the Convention on Cluster Mu¬ 
nitions this week. reuters 
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TODAY IS A GOOD DAY 

TO GO TO THAT ITALIAN RESTAURANT IN ITALY. 


Financial advice for the life you want I can help. 
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Opposition supporters hold a banner depicting national hero Si¬ 
mon Bolivar as they protest against Venezuelan President Hugo 
Chavez's proposal of constitutional change in Caracas yesterday. 
Chavez is gambling his future on a referendum to change the 
constitution so he can run for re-election. 


Venezuela Opposing Chavez 


Facebook activists 
detained in Croatia 


civil rights Croatian police 
have questioned web ac¬ 
tivists who are criticizing 
or ridiculing the govern¬ 
ment, media and the oppo¬ 
sition say, accusing author¬ 
ities of violating basic civil 
rights. 

Media said yesterday po¬ 
lice had detained organiz¬ 
ers of a group on Facebook 
which called an anti-gov¬ 
ernment rally in several 


towns, including the capi¬ 
tal Zagreb, for Friday. The 
group has more than 
80,000 members. 

The Nacional weekly 
said police had arrested a 
co-ordinator of the pro¬ 
tests in the Adriatic city of 
Zadar, while the Busi- 
ness.hr news website said 
police had detained and 
questioned another ac¬ 
tivist in Zagreb. reuters 


Victim Services 

STRATHCONA COUNTY RCMP 


Invites you to Volunteer 
as an Advocate 


Work directly with Victims 
of Crime or trauma 

Call Shelly or El lory 

780 . 449.01153 



Oilsands threaten to kill 
millions of birds: study 


A coalition of North Amer¬ 
ican environmental 
groups says the develop¬ 
ment of Canada’s oilsands 
region threatens to kill as 
many as 166 million birds 
over the next five decades 
and is calling for a morato¬ 
rium on new projects in 
the region. 

The coalition, which in¬ 
clude the Natural Resources 
Defence Council (NRDC), 
the Boreal Songbirds Initia¬ 
tive and the Pembina Insti¬ 
tute, say petroleum-extrac¬ 
tion projects in the oil-rich 
region of northern Alberta 
are a threat to migratory 
birds and the boreal forest 
they rely on. 

Their study concluded 
that development of the 
oil sands, would be fatal 
for six million to 166 mil¬ 
lion birds because of habi¬ 


tat loss, shrinking wet¬ 
lands, accumulation of tox¬ 
ins and other causes. 

The solution, the groups 
say, is to halt new projects 
in the oilsands and to 
clean up existing facilities. 
They are also calling for 
strengthened regulations 
to protect Canada’s vast 
boreal, or northern, forest 
and for Alberta, whose gov¬ 
ernment has backed oil¬ 
sands developments, to 
prove the resource can be 
exploited without serious 
environmental harm. 

The report estimates 
about half of North Ameri¬ 
ca’s migratory birds nest in 
the boreal forest and be¬ 
tween 22 million and 170 
million birds breed in ar¬ 
eas that could be subject to 
oilsands development. 

REUTERS 


TSX takes hit from Manulife 


markets The Toronto 
Stock Exchange’s main in¬ 
dex ended a see-saw ses¬ 
sion lower yesterday as 
news that insurer Manulife 
Financial will issue new 
stock offset rallying energy 
shares after talk of a 
takeover of Nexen Inc. 

The tug-of-war between 
the slumping financial 
shares and rallying energy 
stocks sent the Toronto 


Stock Exchange up by as 
much as 120 points and 
down by as much as 186 
points. 

The S&P/TSX index fin¬ 
ished down 78.40 points at 
8,327.81. 

Manulife shares fell 2.79 
per cent to $19.89 after it 
said it would report a 
fourth-quarter loss of $1.5 
billion. 

REUTERS 


In brief 


BAILOUT James Arnett, a high- 
profile lawyer with corporate¬ 
restructuring experience, was 
named late Monday as special 
adviser on the auto sector by 
the federal and Ontario provin¬ 
cial governments. He will help 
evaluate the condition of the 
auto industry and its future. 


NEXEN Shares in Nexen Inc. 
rose 9-3 per cent yesterday af¬ 
ter a report said that French oil 
major Total SA is poised to 
make a $i 9 . 7 -billion takeover 
offer for Canada’s No. 4 
independent oil explorer. Nex¬ 
en shares rose $2.03 to $23.88 
on the TSX. reuters 



a Q)iaMoncl (DAri&tma& 
a£ ( ^eioe//er& 




11248 - 170 Street | PH: 780.484.6342 
Toll Free: 1.800.896.4385 
More great gift ideas at: 

WWW.INDEPENDENTJEWELLERS.NET 
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Phelps named Si’s sportman of the year 

U.S. swimmer Michael Phelps was honoured as Sports lllustrated's sportsman of the year yesterday. Phelps broke Mark Spitz's record with eight gold 
medals at the Beijing Olympics in August and became the winningest Olympian ever with his 14 career victories, metro news services 




Plaxico 

Burress 


SPORTS/S) METRONEWS.CA 


Sports in brief 


NFL The New York Giants 
suspended wide receiver Plaxico 
Burress four games and placed 
him on the reserve/non-football 
injury list yester¬ 
day, officially 
ending his sea¬ 
son. On Mon¬ 
day, Burress sur¬ 
rendered to au¬ 
thorities and 
was arraigned 
on a pair of 
weapons char¬ 
ges stemming from an acciden¬ 
tal shooting Friday night. The 
wide receiver accidentally shot 
himself in the right thigh and 
spent time at a hospital. 

hockey Quebec provincial po¬ 
lice divers recovered the body 
yesterday of former NHL star 
Hubert (Pit) Martin, who 
drowned after the snow¬ 
mobile he was riding on 
plunged into an icy lake near 
his home on Sunday. Martin 
was a four-time NHL all-star in 
the 1960s and '70s. 

METRO NEWSSERVICES 


Tough day all around for Blue Jays 


t hit the Blue Jays’ 
front office about as 
hard as a Roy Halladay 
fastball to the jaw. 


As first reported at 
metronews.ca after noon 
yesterday, Canada’s MLB 
franchise laid off about 40 
employees on what surviv¬ 
ing members of the front 
office have labelled Black 
Tuesday. 

“So much for happy holi¬ 
days,” a Blue Jays source 
lamented. “A big chunk of 
the sales staff has been laid 
off. It’s a very, very, very 
sad day. A morbid day. 
We’re seeing a lot of tears 
here (at the Rogers Centre). 
First, we came into the of¬ 
fice to the news that our 
owner (Ted Rogers) just 
died. And then the layoffs. 
I guess this day will go 
down for the rest of time 
as Black Tuesday for the 
Jays.” 


A number of divisions 
within the Rogers corpora¬ 
tion were affected by the 
downsizing. It’s yet anoth¬ 
er lousy sign of the times. 
Devastating economy. Re¬ 
cession. Dismal exchange 
rate. Misery. Lost jobs. 

The Jays are the first 
sports organization in 
Canada to demonstrate 
their troubles with mas¬ 
sive layoffs. 

Sources who know about 
these sorts of things told 
me no Canadian sports 
franchise in history has 
laid off as many employees 
in one day as the Jays did 
yesterday. 

And brace yourself be¬ 
cause, sadly, other clubs 
surely will follow suit. 

“It’s an awful feeling,” 
one of the Jays’ laid-off 
salesmen told me. “It’s 
hard to believe that they 
can offer tens of millions 
of dollars to a pitcher like 


YorkRepoi 


Marty 

York 

.—d 


marty.york@meti 

ronews.ca 


A.J. Burnett and yet get rid 
of all of us like this. Put all 
of us (laid-off employees) 
together and we wouldn’t 
even make half of what 
Burnett would get for one 
year ... It’s hard to take.” 

And, oh yes, the Jays also 
have cancelled their annu¬ 
al Christmas party. 

• It should be a happier 
day Sunday at the Rogers 
Centre, where the NFL will 
play its first regular-season 
game on Canadian turf. 

The Buffalo Bills and Mi¬ 
ami Dolphins (including 
ex-Argonauts dud Ricky 
Williams) will meet, 


though Rogers Centre 
sources anticipate empty 
seats. 

In recent weeks, Rogers 
reduced prices for some of 
the seats for the Bills-Dol- 
phins tilt. 

• Like Calgary Stamped- 
ers kicker Sandro DeAnge- 
lis, Hamilton Tiger-Cats 
kicker Nick Setta has 
drawn considerable atten¬ 
tion from NFL sources. Set¬ 
ta, however, is strongly 
leaning toward re-signing 
with the Ticats for consid¬ 
erably less money than he 
could make if he cracked 
an NFL roster. 

“In all honesty, I like 
Hamilton,” Setta said. “I 
honestly want to stay.” 

Setta led the CFL in the 
past season with a punting 
average of 47.4 yards. 


Marty York has been a groundbreaking 
sports columnist and broadcaster 
in Canada for decades. 


Esks free to talk 
to Benevides 

cfl The B.C. Lions have giv¬ 
en permission to Edmon¬ 
ton to interview defensive 
co-ordinator Mike Bene¬ 
vides for the vacant Esk¬ 
imos head-coaching job. 
Benevides also is on the 
short list of candidates for 
the vacant position as 
Toronto Argonauts head 

coach. METRO NEWS SERVICES 

Oilers recall 
Rob Schremp 

nhl The Edmonton Oilers 
have recalled centre Rob 
Schremp from Springfield 
of the American Hockey 
League. The 22-year-old 
leads the Falcons with 17 
assists and 18 points in 18 
games this season. 

Schremp was the 25th 
overall pick in the 2004 
NHL entiy draft and has 
played in three regular 
season games with the Oil¬ 
ers. 

METRO NEWS SERVICES 


No Matter Where You Call, No Matter What You Pay, 
ComwaveWill Beat It... Guaranteed! 




Pakistan.5.9 C 

^ Philippines.11.9 c 

^ Saudi Arabia ....t.3.9 c 

IP Sri Lanka.11.9 ^ 

Afghanistan.24.9 C 

# Bangladesh.... ,..iw3.9 c 

L ^ Cuba.85 £ 

Ik ^ Ecuador.12.9 ^ 


^ Egypt.14.9 C 

^ Guyana.29.9 <: 

<£> India.6.9 £ 

(£) Nepal.f?. m .7.9 ^ 

Haiti.16.9 C 

& Mexico.tr.2.9 C 

Q Honduras.15.9 <; 

^ Chile.ta?2.9 £ 


Even if you are paying less, call us and 
we'll beat it... GUARANTEED! 


Call Long Distance Even From Your Cell Phone 

^ No need to cancel your 
service provider, 
v' $10 Free Long Distance 
for every friend 

v'' No Contracts 


Limited Time Offer 


Call Now And Receive 

Free Long Distance To 
Anywhere In The World 


25 


Fully Feature d 
Home Phone Lines 


y comwave 

Enhanced 


14 


.95 

/month 


Fully 

Featured 


V comwave 

One Rate 


29 


.95 

/month 


Caller ID 
^Voicemail 
^ Call Forwarding 
^Call Waiting 


Unlimited Long Distance 
to Canada and USA 


^ Keep Your Existing 

Phone Number 
v'Tree Comwave to 
Comwave calls 
WORLDWIDE! 



I * 0 comwave 


780 - 665-1818 


Call us or visit www.comwave.ca for more details 

Home Phone Lines: * Terms and conditions apply. VoIP 911 has certain limitations versus traditional 911. The rates of $9.95 and $ 14.95 are based on a 2 year term. Monthly plans only $5 more per month. 1 The option 
to keep your existing phone number may not be available in all areas. ■'Credit for the monthly plan fee will be applied to your 3rd month's invoice. Long Distance: Comwave guarantees to match or beat your rate today 
and forever. Rate Ouarantee is based on competitors' lowest advertised rate or written quote for like services. Terms and conditions apply. Please see www.comwave.ca for full details. 5 1 he $25 coupon will be mailed and 
must be returned for credit to be applied to account. 1 year term required. 
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2009 Honda Fit 


Type: Subcompact 
Price: $14,980 - $19,280 
Engine: 1-4, SOHC, I.5L 
HP: 117 @ 6,600 rpm 


Highlights 

• Fun to drive 

• Affordable 

• Fuel-efficient 

geometry has been altered 
to provide better handling. 

Wheel and tire sizes go 
up in ’09 as well with base 
DX models getting 15-inch 
steelies with plastic hub¬ 
caps, while LX models get 
the same 15-inch alloys 
found on the Civic Hybrid. 
Fit Sports exclusively get 
16-inch alloy wheels. 

The 1.5-litre 16-valve SOHC 
four-cylinder now gains i- 
VTEC, which increases horse¬ 
power to 117 at 6,600 rpm. 

Transmissions remain 
five-speed units: a manual is 
standard on all trim levels, 
with the automatic options. 


Receive a trip for two to LAS VEGAS with the 
purchase of a pre-owned Mercedes-Benz vehicle 


David Morris 
Fine Cars Ltd. ple 

17407 - 111 Ave, Edmonton 
desmail@dmfc.ca 


780,484 9000 _ 

PLEASE ASK FOR DEAN OR IAN ff 


Mercedes-Benz 


Honda Fits like a glove 

Revised subcompact 

Less than three years into Fit’s 

still class leader for fun XSSi 


When you’re a hit, life’s 
easy. And Honda’s Fit has 
definitely been a hit in 
Canada, continually selling 
out its yearly allotment 
with ease. Beyond just be¬ 
ing a spacious and fuel-effi¬ 
cient hatchback, the Fit’s 
fun-to-drive character is 
what keeps customers 
coming back for more. 

Less than three years into 
Fit’s stay in Canada, Honda 
has significantly revised it 
for 2009. 

During the Canadian me¬ 
dia launch in Montreal, Hon¬ 
da executives took great 
pains to ensure that journal¬ 
ists understood that the com¬ 
pany was pitching the new 
Fit at young, single, urban, 
active, environmentally con¬ 
scious customers. They even 


held the technical briefing in 
Canadian DJ Max Graham’s 
uber-hip loft in historic 
Vieux-Montreal. However, 
when pressed on who actual¬ 
ly bought the original Fit, 
much like Honda’s Element 
SUV, the spectrum was 
much broader — and older. 

Fit version-2.0 gets the 
usual size inflation to 
make it more palatable for, 
ahem, larger passengers. 
Length and width are up 
by a huge 4,110 mm and 
1,695 mm respectively to 
help create a more livable 
cabin and increased cargo 
capacity, while the wheel¬ 
base and track stretch 
2,500 mm and 1,475 mm, 
making for a more confi¬ 
dent ride on the highway. 

Honda’s styling depart¬ 


2007 Mercedes Benz 

B200Hatchback 

* 25,888 

#P07-5978, automatic, air conditioning. 


ment didn’t have to work 
that hard at updating the Fit’s 
sheetmetal. Throw a crease 
here, add a character line 
there... It’s a veiy familiar 
shape, and can easily be mis¬ 
taken for the older version. 

The added length has 
thrown the Fit’s cute styling 
proportions a bit out of 
whack up front. While the 
new version is more angu¬ 
lar and sharper than the 
egg-lilce original, there’s a 
reason why you won’t see 
many side-on photographs. 
For whatever reason — call 
it having to meet old Cana¬ 
dian bumper regulations, 
North American “tastes”, 
etc. — our Fit gets a more 
prominent proboscis that’s 
none too flattering. Euro¬ 
pean and Japanese-market 
Jazz’ are much tidier. 

The Fit’s mechanicals stay 
very familiar, meaning an 
innovative floorpan that 
keeps the fuel tank under 
the front seats. Suspension 
remains MacPherson struts 
up front with a torsion- 
beam out back, but the 


Inside, the Fit's calling card is its flexibility, thanks to the 60/40 
split-folding Magic Seat. 


However, the neat steering- 
wheel-mounted shift pad¬ 
dles packaged with the auto 
trans are gone for ’09. 

Fuel economy remains 
strong with the manual 
scoring 7.2/5.7 L/100 km 
city/highway. Strangely, for 
those looking for the ulti¬ 
mately frugal Honda, the 
automatic Fit actually takes 
the cake with a 7.1/5.5 L/100 
km rating. 

Inside, the Fit’s calling 


card is its flexibility thanks 
to the 60/40 split-folding 
Magic Seat, which now folds 
down flat in one motion 
thanks to new integrated 
rear headrests, and a class¬ 
leading 585-litres of cargo 
volume. 

Unlike other recent Hon¬ 
da redesigns that have left 
us wanting, the new Fit 
perfectly fills its duty of a 
fun-to-drive runabout. 

CARGUIDE STAFF 








































c ontains 
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rou pay no 

System 
Access Fee. 


iSQodomobile 




Good call 


BEST 

BUV 


►►FUTURE SHOP 


LONDON 

DRUGS 


WAL-MART ^JleTi 


(1) Excludes premium messages. Includes international text and picture messages. (2) Unlimited local calling from 7pm to 8am, Monday through Thursday and from 7pm Friday to 8am Monday. (3) Taxes are extra. 


icoodo 

■ shop 


Edmonton City Centre 
Kingsway Garden Mall 
Londonderry Mall 
West Edmonton Mall 
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Why didn't I shop around 
for my car insurance? 

l I could have saved 2 
\ lots of money tike 
he did. 


SAVED 

$ 1,534 


Find your savings number by 
going to lnsuranceHotline.com 



> InsuranceHotline 


Your Search Engine for the Lowest Insurance Rates 


ine.co^ 

ites CVr — 


In this time of economic uncertainty, you need to save your 
hard earned dollars. The best and easiest way to save lots of 
money is to shop for the lowest rate on your car insurance. 

lnsuranceHotline.com can help you find the best price by 
quoting over 30 major insurance companies and arranging 
them by the 3 lowest rates. 

It’s fast, safe and FREE. 

Annual savings shown based on actual consumer quote data and results on lnsuranceHotline.com 


RATE COMPARISON 


Driving 

Record 

Lowest 

Price 

Highest 

Price 

Price 

Difference 

Clean Record 

$958 

$2,213 

$1,255 

1 Ticket 

$1,018 

$2,552 

$1,534 

1 Accident 

$1,849 

$3,753 

$1,904 




-_ 


Rates between 
insurance companies 
can vary by 100’s, 
even 1,000’s of 
dollars for the 
same car and driver. 

Look at this chart. 


GET THE 3 LOWEST RATES 

FROM OVER 30 MAJOR INSURANCE COMPANIES 


Go online to 
lnsuranceHotline.com 
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Best car deals 
in tough times 



If you're in the market for a car but stressed about your wallet, 
there are many ways you can stretch your car-buying dollar. 


Today’s tough economy 
has millions of consumers 
seeking ways to spend less 
and save more. 

If you’re in the market for 
a car but stressed about your 
wallet here are some impor¬ 
tant tips to help you stretch 
your car-buying dollar. 

Deals abound, so do your 
homework. 

Because car dealers are 
now moving inventory to 
make room for 2009 vehi¬ 
cles, pay attention to local 
dealer websites, newspa¬ 
pers and circulars for price 
cuts and special promo¬ 
tions on 2008 makes and 
models they must clear off 
their lots. 

If you need car financing, 
be sure to check a variety of 
lenders, such as your local 
credit union, to find rates 
and loan terms that work 
best for you. 

If you finance through 
the car dealer, check your 
credit score online and 
bring this information with 
you to the dealership to 
help determine the types of 
financing programs you 
qualify for. 

Finally, making a larger 
down payment could help 
you qualify for financing 
programs for which you 
may not have initially quali¬ 
fied, reducing your month¬ 
ly car payment expenses in 
the process. 

When it comes to select¬ 
ing a car, be flexible. Re¬ 
search a variety of makes 
and models in the same or 
similar class to find compa¬ 
rably equipped cars at 
more affordable prices. 

You may find a second, 
third or even fourth choice 
that costs less, without sac- 


When it comes to 
selecting a car, be 
flexible. Research a 
variety of makes 
and models... to 
find comparably 
equipped cars at 
more affordable 
prices. 

rificing the quality and fea¬ 
tures you really want. 

The minute you drive a 
new car off the lot, it de¬ 
preciates in value, so con¬ 
sider buying a used car. 

Not only will you avoid 
hefty depreciation costs 
from the get-go, there’s a 
good chance you’ll find a 
great used car in excellent 
condition for less money 
than a new car. 

If buying a used car scares 
you, check into certified 
pre-owned vehicles (CPO), 
which have gone through 
rigorous inspections and 
come with solid warranties 
for added peace of mind. 


If you’re trading in your 
existing car, research its 
trade-in prices and be hon¬ 
est with yourself and the 
dealer about its condition. 

Give the car a good detail¬ 
ing and repair any minor 
damage prior to visiting the 
dealership. 

If you financed the car, 
know how much you owe 
on your existing loan. Ow¬ 
ing more than it’s worth 
will obviously offset any 
discounts being offered on 
your new car, but on the 
other hand, those new car 
discounts might enable you 
to pay off your existing 
loan. 

Finally, don’t be afraid to 
negotiate a fair trade-in 
price, but be realistic. With 
the current state of the 
economy and recent fuel 
costs, you’re likely to get a 
higher value on a compact 
versus an SUV. 


For more car reviews 
and features visit 
metonews.ca/auto 
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Diamond 
Anniversary Ring in 14kt 
VYellow Gold, .50 - l.OOcttwy 1 


Design Your Own 


Stackable Collection, your choice 


Emerald, Ruby, Sahhpire, or .33cttw Diamonds 


nmtAONPj] *399 



STILL THE BIGGEST & STILL THE BEST... Place to Shop for Christmas 


11248 - 170 STREET I PH: 780.484.6342 
TOLL FREE: 1.800.896.4385 
MORE GREAT GIFT IDEAS AT: 
WWW.INDEPENDENTJEWELLERS.NET 
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Rock museum a hit 



Madonna's infamous Jean Paul Gaultier gold bustier. 


TheTravelJimkie 


Julia j 

Dimon / 

P 

thetraveljunkie.ca 



oclc enthusiasts, 
break out your air 
guitars and head 
to NYC. Opening 
in the Big Apple 
this week, the Rock & Roll 
Hall of Fame Annex, will 
take visitors “beyond the 
typical museum experi¬ 
ence” to honour “the most 
defining moments in rock 
history.” 

Nestled among Soho’s 
boutiques, the Annex is a 
250,000 square foot build¬ 
ing stocked with music 
memorabilia. It’s not as 
comprehensive as her sister 
museum in Cleveland 
Ohio, but Annex does have 
a wide selection of rock 
relics, including: An Elvis 
“peacock” jump suit, hand¬ 
written letters from Paul Si¬ 
mon to Art Garfimkel, 
Bruce Springsteen’s 1957 
yellow Chevy and John 
Lennon’s piano heard in 
the 1970’s hit Imagine. 

A visit to the Rock & Roll 
Hall of Fame Annex starts 
in the theatre, a gallery de¬ 
signed to look like a con¬ 
cert venue. Seated among 
the bar stools, museum-go¬ 
ers watch a toe-tapping, 
ten-minute music montage. 
Iconic stars, everyone from 
Aretha Franklin to U2, sing 
their hearts out to a crowd 
of screaming virtual fans. 
With surround sound, 
flashing stage lights and 
video projections, the the¬ 
atre experience makes you 
feel like part of the concert. 

In the next gallery, wire¬ 
less audio devices, an iPod- 
like box complete with 
headphones, are handed 
out. Press play and the mu¬ 
sic automatically syncs up 
with the memorabilia 
you’re looking at. 

While standing in front 
of Johnny Cash’s 1985 
black leather boots, the au¬ 
dio guide blasts a fiery tune 
from the Man in Black. 
Moving towards Madonna’s 
gold bustier, designed by 
Jean Paul Gaultier for her 
Blonde Ambition tour, the 
country music fades and 
transitions to the Material 
Girl’s hit Express Yourself. 

Since the museum and 
the technology are new, 
there are still a few glitches 


New York’s Rock & 
Roll Hall of Fame is 
sure to have some 
piece of memorabil¬ 
ia that will awaken 
your rebellious 
inner rock star. 

to be worked out. If you 
move around the room too 
quickly, the technology 
struggles to keep up. 
Scrambling songs from dif¬ 
ferent artists, my audio 
guide played Bruce Spring¬ 
steen when I was near the 
Grandmaster Flash exhibit 
and faded to Elvis Priestly 
when I was near the Buddy 
Holly’s acoustic guitar. De¬ 
spite these tiny inconven¬ 
iences (which engineers are 
working to fix), the technol¬ 
ogy is pretty impressive, 
giving a new, interactive di¬ 
mension to traditional mu¬ 
seum-going. 

In the gallery dedicated 
to NYC artists, there’s a 26 


ft scale map of Manhattan, 
with a touch-screen com¬ 
puter system that points 
out the city’s key music 
spots, from the Apollo The¬ 
atre, to Studio 54, Madison 
Square Garden, to Madon¬ 
na’s first apartment in the 
Lower East Side. 

A Top 40 land of girl, I was 
most impressed by Michael 
Jackson’s handwritten lyrics 
to Billie Jean, the legendaiy 
hit on the Thriller album 
that sold 40 million world¬ 
wide. Die-hard rock lovers 
may be more intrigued by 
the exhibit dedicated to The 
Clash, which showcases the 
British punk movement and 
follows its social impact on 
fashion, film and politics. 

No matter your musical 
taste, New York’s new Rock 
& Roll Hall of Fame is sure 
to have some unique piece 
of memorabilia that will 
awaken your rebellious in¬ 
ner rock star and take it on 
a nostalgic journey. 


Julia Dimon is co-host of Word Travels, airing 
on OLN, and editor of thetraveljunkie.ca. 


You Snooze, You Lose! 

Save up to $300 on 09/10 Europe tours until Dec 31 

Select from a wide range of Contiki tours for travellers 
18-35. Now's the time to check out Europe! 

Valid on Contiki tours 8+ days in Europe 09/10 brochure. Discounts range 
from $125-300. Not combinable with other offers. New bookings only. 


U of A, SUB 
10129 -124 St, #201 


^TRAVEL CUTS 

www.travelcuts.com 




HAWAII 

The islands of aloha 


Book your Hawaii vacation with 

UMEj DIE and FunSu# 


Geo Travel 


VACATIONS# 


7 -night packages from Edmonton 


Oahu 

Castle Maile Sky 
Court 

(Standard City View 25% off) 


Maui 

Castle Kamaole 
Sands 

(Royal 1 Bedroom) 


Hawaii. .. 
the Big Island 

Royal Kona Resort 

(Bay Tower Standard) 


$889 


from 


CAD pp (plus tax $137pp) 

BONUS: Free daily 
Continental Breakfast 


$1039 ,.,,$1215 


from 


CAD pp (plus tax $175pp) 


from \ 

CAD pp (plus tax $161pp) 


Mm 

raIncheck 


If It Rains On Your Vacation 


You’ll Go Again... FREE! 


* For example, if it rains half an inch or more each 
day for 4 days of a 1 week vacation, we’ll give you a 
credit for your next vacation (taxes excluded). 

* Rainfall is measured by an independent company 
in the city or at the international airport in the 
destination where you landed. 


• Within 30 days of returning, just check our website 
and see if you qualify. 

• If you qualify, you’ll immediately receive an e-mail 
confirmation, and a future travel voucher will be 
sent to your travel agent. 

• To redeem your free vacation, decide where and 
when you want to go and book by Sep 30/09. 


10,000 FREE RAINCHECKS! 

Normally, FunSun’s new RainCheck offer will sell for $39.95 per adult (children 12 years & under are free), 
however, be one of the first 10,000 to book and your RainCheck’s on us.** 


*To qualify for a RainCheck, there must be half an inch or more of rain for at least 4 days of a 
7 night (8 day) vacation, 2 days or more of a 3 night(4 day) vacation, 3 days or more of a 4 night 
(5 day) vacation, and 8 days or more of a 14 night (15 day) vacation. Rainfall is measured in a 
24-hour period (12 AM to 11:59 PM - Certain exceptions may apply.) at the airport in your 
vacation destination, or at an approved designated location in that city by an independent 
company. Vacations must be booked more than 10 days prior to departure to be eligible 
for the RainCheck offer. Offer may be withdrawn and is subject to change without notice. 

** Free RainChecks are applicable to the first 10,000 passengers booked as of Nov.15, 2008 
onward (10,000 passengers as a combination of Fun Sun Vacations and Holiday House bookings). 
RainCheck offer only valid for vacations of a minimum 3 days and maximum 21 days. For full 
RainCheck terms & conditions, visit www.funsunvacations.com . 

Terms & Conditions: Sample package pricing based on travel Jan 21-28/09. Rates are CAD 
per person based on double occupancy. Air & hotel taxes are additional. Call for other dates 
and durations. Not included: transfers, inter-island flights & car rental. Prices are subject to 
change and availability. Seasonal supplements and black out dates apply. Not valid for group 
bookings. Restrictions apply. 

Fun Sun Vacations I A5387 I Dec 3/08 





UWQBE 


10231 - 109 Street Edmonton , AB 

GeoTavel ( 780 ) 324-8310 
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Essence reveals most influential 

Actor Will Smith, moviemaker Tyler Perry and singer/actress Queen Latifah have joined U.S. president elect Barack Obama on Essence magazine's covet¬ 
ed Most Influential African-Americans list. The quartet is joined by rapper Kanye West and hip-hop icons Wyclef Jean and will.i.am. imdb.com 


Entertainment 



Blanchett’s star 


Actress Cate Blanchett is to be hon¬ 
oured with the 2,376th star on the 
Hollywood Walk of Fame. She will 
unveil her star in front of the 
Egyptian Theatre on Friday. 


IMDB.COM 


EDITOR: TINA COSTANZA, Tl N A.COSTANZAfS) METRONEWS.CA 


From Broadway to Sunset Strip 


steve gow William Shakespeare has 

for Metro Canada been jokingly called the 

- most prolific screenwriter 



A FRED CLAUS 
PRIZE PACK! 


© 2008 Warner Bros Entertainment Inc. All rights reserved. 


COLLECT ALL 4 PICTURES FROM 
FRED CLAUS AND YOU COULD WIN! 


Mail all 4 pictures from Fred Claus with your name, age, 
mailing address and telephone number to: 

Fred Claus Metro Contest 



1 Concorde Gate, suite 703 
Toronto, ON M3C3N6 
Buy it now on DVD and Blu-ray! 


6 


metr 


Do it daily. 

No purchase necessary. Movie is rated G. One entry per person. Contest open to Canadian residents of legal 
age, excluding residents of Quebec. Contest closes December 12,2008. Odds of winning depend on number 
of entries received. If you miss a piece and for full contest rules and details, visit www.metronews.ca. 


in Hollywood. At no time 
is that perhaps more be¬ 
fitting than right now. 

With upcoming movie 
adaptations of such plays 
as Frost/Nixon and the 
Pulitzer Prize-winning 
Doubt, it seems Hollywood 
is looking evermore toward 
the stage for the sake of the 
big-screen. 

“There’s some great stuff 
out there in theatre,” said 
filmmaker Darren Lynn 
Bousman who directed Re¬ 
po! The Genetic Opera on 
stage before recently adapt¬ 
ing it for the cinema. “Even 
in Los Angeles, these little 
black box theatres have in¬ 
credible things that, in my 
mind, are better than a lot 
of movies out there.” 

Perhaps no one knows 
this better than Luke 
Brown. As associate artistic 
director of Halifax’s Nep¬ 
tune Theatre, he has just 
staged a successful run of 


Frost/Nixon and will be 
presenting Doubt in 
March. 

“When we chose the 
show, we weren’t even 
aware of the film,” said 
Brown, admitting that cin¬ 
ematic counterparts aren’t 
always advantageous from 
a marketing perspective: 
As they discovered staging 
The Producers last year. 

“The film wasn’t really 
well received and I think 
that may have hurt some 
people’s view of going to 
see it (as a play).” 

While musical-adapta¬ 
tions generally perform 
better on film, plays like 
Frost/Nixon continue to 
struggle jumping the cine¬ 
matic synapse: Mamma 
Mia! earned an estimated 
$143 million in multiplex¬ 
es, but the Tony Award¬ 
winning play-turned-movie 
History Boys only wrangled 
$2.7 million. 



Frank Langella, left, plays Richard Nixon while Michael Sheen 
plays journalist David Frost in the screen adaptation of the play 
Frost/Nixon, in theatres this month. 


Conversely, more suc¬ 
cessful has been reworking 
film for theatre. With Dirty 
Dancing, The Color Purple, 
Young Frankenstein and 
even Shrek being adapted 
for the stage, the lights of 
Broadway could easily be 
mistaken for the billboards 
on Sunset Strip. 


“If people are laying 
down $50 for something, 
they want to lay down $50 
for something they’re fa¬ 
miliar with,” said Brown 
about the trend. “Some¬ 
thing that they haven’t 
heard of, people may be a 
little more hesitant to 
throw down money on.” 


YOU COULD 

WIN 

a 

Double pass to the 
advance screening 
of 

NOTHING LIKE 
THE HOLIDAYS 

Thu Dec 11, 2008 
Scotiabank West 
Edmonton Mall, 
7:00 pm 

Contest Keyword is: 
“DEBRA 
MESSING” 


LUIS JOHN DEBRA ALFRED FREDDY 

GUZMAN LEGUIZAMO MESSING MOLINA RODRIGUEZ 



Nothing U ke 
The HOLIDAYS 

MELONIE VANESSA JAY ELIZABETH 

DIAZ FERLITO HERNANDEZ PENA 


They're just a typical American family. Minus the typical. 

OVIRIUHI FIlMSmUlllTS ASIAIESIHEU PICIURISFUOOUCIIOI1116 111 MATS" “IMiflltu "MHO »SllCAMIMlOlfl 

:a',^buA',d s-rc ;; 1 

O" VRDBBT1HIR EWlUill In Theatres November l ’ ? . AllSDN SWAN jus RO NAJERA AlFHfODOEV1UA 



In theatres December 12 


VISIT METRONEWS.CA 
AND ENTER FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN! 


No purchase necessary. One entry per person. Contest open to residents of Alberta who 
have reached the legal age of majority. Contest closes on Wed Dec 3, 2008 at midnight. 
Odds of winning depend on number of entries received. Full rules and regulations available 
at www.metronews.ca. Film subject to classification. 



Do it daily. 



N A TRIP FOR 2 

TO AUSTRALIA 





THIS GREAT AUSTRALIAN 
ADVENTURE INCLUDES: 

2 Aussie AirPass tickets on 
Oantas Airways 

12 nights in Sydney, 
Melbourne, The Great Barrier 
Reef and Kangaroo Island 





Qantas 

Vacations 

The Best Downunder! 


.com 


& 


metr 


Do it daily. 


1 


No purchase necessary. Contest open to all Canadian residents of legal age. Contest closes December 10, 2008. Approximate 
retail value of prize is $10,000. Odds of winning depend on number of entries received. For full contest rules and details, visit 
www.metronews.ca/australia 
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Lopez to host Miss America 

Mario Lopez will host the Miss America pageant, to 
be televised from Las Vegas on Jan. 24. people.com 


entertainment 13 


Battlestar prequel 
Caprica good to go 


I nte lie Vision 


Rick 

McGinnis * 

0 

rick.mcginnis@metror 

lews.ca 


GEEK CHRISTMAS CAME EARLY 

this year: It’s been sort of 
on and maybe off so many 
times now that I’ve gotten 
tired of getting hopes up, 
but according to Variety, 
the Battlestar Galactica pre¬ 
quel Caprica has been giv¬ 
en the green light by the 
Sci Fi Channel. 

With the end in sight for 
Galactica — the last half of 
the fourth season begins in 
January and ends on March 
20 — Sci Fi needs some¬ 
thing to keep its con¬ 
stituency pumped up. 

“We want people to 
come to this who have nev¬ 
er heard of Battlestar 
Galactica,” Dave Howe, Sci 
Fi president, told Variety. “I 
think, because (Battlestar’s) 
backdrop was space and 


spaceships, there was a bar¬ 
rier to entry for some view¬ 
ers. Caprica has none of 
that. It’s an intense family 
drama set on an Earth-lilce 
planet, in the near future, 
speaking to a lot of the eth¬ 
ical dilemmas that we as a 
human race are going to 
have to face veiy shortly.” 

As everyone knows, 
prime among those “ethi¬ 
cal dilemmas” is whether 
to sleep with your sexy hu¬ 
manoid robot, so it’s all 
good, especially since the 
pilot for the show was com¬ 
pleted months ago and will 
likely be leaked soon to 
file-sharing sites. 

STONEHENGE, THE PYRAMIDS, 
ACCORDING TO JIM: YOU don’t 
have to be ancient or huge 
to be a wonder — you only 
have to last well beyond 
even the most generous ex¬ 
pectations of your appar¬ 
ently invisible fans, at least 
according to TV critic Alan 
Sepinwall of New Jersey’s 
Star-Ledger. 

Sepinwall was writing on 
the occasion of this week’s 


return of According to Jim 
to the airwaves for its 
eighth season. If it survives 
another season, it will have 
matched The Cosby Show 
for longevity and produced 
more episodes than Sein¬ 
feld. With that thought, 
let’s pause and heave a 
deep, soul-shuddering sob 
before continuing with our 
apparently meaningless 
lives. 


Rick McGinnis writes about music, 
movies, books and television, 
but not opera. 



See complete online movie 
listings, trailers, reviews 
and purchase tickets at 
metronews.ca/movies 




The Dark Knight 

oh Blu-Ray! 


Secondary prizes include 

The Dark Knight™ 
on DVD and other 
cool stuff! 


PlayStation, PLAYSTATION, and the PS Family logo are registered trademarks of Sony Computer Entertainment Inc. Blu-ray Disc is a trademark. 


ENTER FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN! 
METRONEWS.CA 


metn 


No purchase necessary. One entry per person. Contest open to Canadian residents of legal age, excluding residents 
of Quebec. Contest closes December 14,2008. Odds of winning depend on number of entries received. Approximate 
retail value of grand prize $440. For full contest rules and details, visit www.metronews.ca. 



Call Kelly 
Parkinson 

for all your 

Mortgage 
Needs! 


Tob At Home’ 

$487.68 Weekly. 

Mail Work, Assemble Products 
or Computer Work. 
www.TopJobAlberta.com 
Or Write to: CHR Jobs 
900 Greenbank Road 
Suite #415 • #916-MC1 
t Ottawa ON, K2J 4P6 i 

■ II 


Metro is Canada's 

#1 FREE 

NATIONAL DAILY 
newspaper. 
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7:00 

7:30 

8:00 

8:30 

9:00 

9:30 

10:00 

10:30 

11:00 1 

2 CFRN 239 318 

etalk 

Hollywood 

So You Think You Can Dance Canada (N) 

Law & Order (HDTV) (N) 

News (N) < 

3 KHQ - 370 

News (N) 

Be-Millionaire 

Jeopardy! (N) 

Wheel-Fortune 

Christmas in Rockefeller 

Life (HDTV) (N) 

Law & Order 

4 CBXT - 307 

Coronation St. 

Jeopardy! (N) 

Little Mosque 

Sophie (N) 

CBC News: the fifth estate (N) 

CBC News: The National 

The Hour 

6 KREM - 372 

News (N) 

Hollywood 

The Doctors (N) 

Red-Nosed Reindeer 

Grammy Nominations Concert 

Victoria’s Seer 

7 CKEM 241 347 

Law & Order: SVU 

Stylista (N) 

Friends Friends 

1 Love Money 

Your City 

8 CITV 240 339 

ET Canada 

Entertainment 

Grammy Nominations Concert 

Bones (N) 

The Guard (N) 

News Hour 

12 CBXFT 119 705 

Virginie (SC) 

L’Epicerie 

Le Match des etoiles (N) (SC) 

M pour musique (HDTV) (SC) 

Le Telejournal (N) (SC) 

TJ Alberta 

13 KXLY - 371 

4 News at 6 

4 News at 6:30 

Entertainment 

The Insider (N) 

Pushing Daisies (N) 

Private Practice (N) 

Sexy Money 

16 KAYU - 373 

The Simpsons 

The Simpsons 

Two/Half Men 

Two/Half Men 

Secret Millionaire (Series Premiere) (N) 

News (N) 

19 CHTV - - 

The Insider (N) 

E! News 

Victoria’s Secret Fashion 

Secret Millionaire Series Premiere N 

News (N) 

22 KSPS - 374 

NewsHour With Jim Lehrer 

Monarchy: The Royal Family at Work Celtic Woman: The Greatest Journey ■■ Holiday Special 

24 WTVS - 364 

Great Performances “Pavarotti: A Life in Seven Arias” 

Tutankhamun-Golden Age 

My Music: Doo Wop Love Songs 

15 CBCN 502 - 

CBC News: The National 

Fast Food Junkies (N) 

CBC News: The National 

CBC News: The National Fast Food 

21 TWN 505 398 

(5) EarthWatch One 

EarthWatch One 

EarthWatch Two 

27 CNN 500 500 

Larry King Live 

Anderson Cooper 360 (HDTV) 

Larry King Live 

Cooper 360 

54 CTVN 501 391 

CTV Newsnet 

News CTV Newsnet 

News 

CTV Newsnet 

News 

CTV Newsnet 

News 

70 BNN 504 508 

Squeeze Play 

Market Call 

Headline 

Market Call 

Commodities 

Business News 

Squeeze Play 

20 TSN 400 400 

NHL Hockey NHL Hockey Dallas Stars at Edmonton Oilers. (HDTV) (Live) 

SportsCentre 

UEFA Weekly 

Poker Night 

23 net 408 418 

Best Damn Sports Show 

World Combat Le 

ia gue 


Simply 

Sportsnet Connected 

Ult. Fighter 

47 SPEED 417 406 

Pinks Pinks Outtakes 

Knuckles 

Wrecked 

Pinks 

Pass Time 

[Am. Thunder ^Am. Thunder 

Pinks 

94 SCORE 410 403 

College Basketball Michigan State vs. North Carolina. (Live) 

Score Tonight 

Hardcore Hockey Talk 

Final Score 

9 EDACC 267 351 

Help TV 

Smallville “Plastiq 

ue” 

Dirty Sexy Money (N) 

Private Practice (N) 

Help TV 

14 YTV 552 543 

Drake & Josh 

iCarly 

Malcolm-Mid. 

Home Improve. 

Malcolm-Mid. 

Fresh Prince 

Futurama 

Prank Patrol 

Mystery Hnt. 

17 TREE 553 546 

Little Bear 

Miss Spider 

Comfy Couch 

Rolie Polie Olie 

Beren. Bears 

Babar 

Backyardigans 

Dora-Explorer 

Go, Diego, Go! 

42 TOON 555 545 

6teen 

Total Drama 

Santa Claus 

Bugs Bunny & Tweety Show 

Wayside 

Johnny Test 

Futurama 

The Critic 

45 FAM 557 541 

Zoey 101 

Life Derek 

Wizards-Place 

That’s-Raven 

Zack & Cody 

Natural-Sadie 

Han. Montana 

Life Derek 

Ned’s School 

- TVA 121 714 

TVA 18 heures 

Le Cercle (SC) 

Cue feriez- 

Poule-oeufs or 

Destinees (N) (SC) 

Les Soeurs Elliot (N) (SC) 

TVA 22 heures 

18 CMT 575 583 

Reba 

Reba 

Hope & Faith 

Hope & Faith 

All Through the Night 

Home Improve. 

Home Improve. 

Reba 

25 A&E 615 520 

Bounty Hunter 

Bounty Hunter 

Parking Wars 

Parking Wars 

Parking Wars Parking Wars 

Bounty Hunter 

Bounty Hunter 

Bounty Hunter 

26 MMM 571 581 

Revival 

Where You At 

Fabulous Life Of... 

Party of Five “Zap” 

Fabulous Life Of... 

Party of Five 

29 FOOD 603 561 

Iron Chef America 

Top Chef 

Dinner Imposs. Dinner Imposs. 

Challenge 

Iron Chef Am. 

31 SHOW 617 522 

EastEnders Saxondale 

Kink in Hair Kink in Hair 

Durham County 

Billable Hours G-Spot 

Starter Wife 

32 DISC 520 505 

Monster Moves 

Mayday “Ghost Plane” 

Daily Planet 

MythBusters 

Cash Cab 

33 SLICE 601 562 

Work Out 

Real Housewives of NYC 

Last 10 

Bulging Brides 

Work Out 

Housewives 

34 W 602 567 

House Style by Jury 

Will & Grace Friends 

Grocery Bag 

Maxed Out 

Supersize vs. Superskinny 

Got the Look 

35 TLC 521 560 

Jon & Kate Plus 8 

Solved (HDTV) 

Jon & Kate 

Jon & Kate 

Jon & Kate Plus 8 

Solved 

36 BRAVO 620 523 

Wingfield [Letters 

Arts & Minds 1 The Achievers 

Law & Order “Panic” 

Without a Trace 

Dead Awake 

38 SPIKE 628 584 

UFC Unleashed 

The Ultimate Fighter (N) 

The Ultimate Fighter (N) 

The Ultimate Fighter (HDTV) 

Ult. Fighter 

40 HIST 522 506 

Captain Cook: Obsession 

NCIS “Kill Ari” 

Crime Stories 

Cities of the Underworld 

Dig for Truth 

41 COM 626 547 

Laughs Comedy Now 

Air Farce Just for Laughs Corner Gas 

The Simpsons South Park 

House Party 

43 SPACE 627 528 

Battlestar Galactica 

Ghost Hunters International (N) 

Stargate SG-1 “Hathor” 

Lost 

Deep Space 9 , 

44 WPCH 294 650 

(6) Election (1999; 

1 

Cheers 

Seinfeld 

Family Guy Family Guy 

Election ★★★(1999, Comedy) 

46 OLN 411 457 

Amazing 

Ed’s Up 

Word Travels 

Globe Guides 

Pilot Guides 

Don’t Forget Your Passport 

Amazing | 

48 TROP 619 525 

Reality 

Ad Persuasion 

Beverly Hills, 90210 

Reality 

What Happen? 

Family Guy Seinfeld 

Seinfeld 

50 STAR 621 527 

Paris Hilton’s My New BFF 

The Tonight Show-Jay Leno 

TMZ (N) 

etalk 

The Ellen DeGeneres Show (N) 

Hollywood 

52 HGTV 600 564 

Property Virgin Unsellable 

Million Dollar Listing 

Holmes on Homes 

Mansions The Stagers 

Property Virgin 

65 TLN 700 800 

(6) L’Onore e il Rispetto 

Raymond Raymond 

George Lopez George Lopez 

The Sopranos (SS) 

David Rocco 

92 APTN 269 350 

APTN National News: Contact 

Singing Home the Bones 

Canadian Geographic 

Tribal Treks 

Guides 

Wings-Canada 

93 VISION 261 394 

Darling Buds of May 

Enigma “Hypnosis” 

Hope Island 

Summer Wine 

Dinnerladies 

Darling Buds 

100 MTV 581 566 

Paris Hilton’s My New BFF 

Dance Life Dance Life 

| MTV Live 

After 

The Hills 

Super Sweet 

Dance Life 

101 MM 570 580 

Countdown to Britney 

Britney: For The Record 

Punk’d 

50 Cent: Money and Power 

disBand 

102 CPAC 512 396 

(6:30) Headline Politics 

Revue 

Ouestion Period 

Prime.-Politics Headline Politics 

103 VIVA 526 507 

The West Wing 

Mediums 

Psychic Detect 

Mediums 

Encounters 

Judging Amy Commander 

105 TV5 145 761 

Les Diablesses Blanche (SC) 

Parti r 

Facteur 

Journal TV5 

I Le 3950 

Les Magiciens du bois 

106 RDI 126 730 

Le Telejournal (SC) 

RDI en direct 

Le National 

Le Telejournal (SC) Le Journal RDI 

Le National Le Telejournal 


crltics’corner— 


Sophie 

It’s little Robbie’s first birth¬ 
day, and everyone’s there to 
celebrate, including his father, 
Andre (Lyriq Bent), in this new 
episode. And since he’s only 
1 year old, it probably doesn’t 
register on him that someone 
is stealing the spotlight. See, 
Rick (Sebastian Spence) is 
there with his new client, who 
turns out to be the hit of the 
party. Natalie Brown also stars 
in “Bursting Balloons.” 8:30 PM 
on CBXT 



Music’s Biggest Night 

It couldn’t hurt to generate some 
buzz ahead of time — and 
to place that buzz generator 
between two annual television 


Fashion Show,” this new special 


Museum with announcements 


performances by some hot stars. 
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Scrubs gets a new chief 

Scrubs gets a new network and a new chief of medicine — Courteney Cox Arquette. The NBC comedy is now on ABC, with Cox 
Arquette appearing in the Season 8 premiere on Jan. 6 as Dr. Maddox in the first of three episodes, people.com 


Celebrity Buzz 


Madonna, A-Rod house-hunting? 



rare 


people Madonna and Alex 
Rodriguez are quietly 
shopping for love nests on 
the Upper East Side and on 
the East End, sources told 
Page Six. 

“Madonna 
personally 
came to 
look at 
one 
house 
a cou¬ 
ple of 
months 
ago, and 
Alex has 
been look¬ 
ing recent¬ 
ly,” an in¬ 
sider 
said. 


“We’re talking about pri¬ 
vate, double-width man¬ 
sions in the vicinity of $30 
million to $60 million 
US.” 

The pop star and 
baseball player are 
also interested in 
{ scoring a house 
“with a garage 
^that you can 
drive into for 
additional priva¬ 
cy— although 
those are 


and hard to come by,” the 
source added. Another 
source said they were also 
looking in the Hamp¬ 
tons, N.Y. 

Madonna’s rep 
didn't return a 
call or e-mail, 
but Rodriguez’s 
reps denied the 
two were look¬ 
ing for real es¬ 
tate. 

METRO NEWS 
SERVICES 



Dunst gets restraining order 


people Actress Kirsten 
Dunst has been granted a 
restraining order against 
an intruder who was found 
on her estate last month, 
imdb.com reports. 

Dunst wasn’t at home 
when the alleged trespass¬ 
er, Christopher Smith, was 
apprehended and escorted 
off the property. 

Dunst maintains Smith 


has trespassed on her land 
before. “Mr. Smith has re¬ 
peatedly shown up unin¬ 
vited at my place of resi¬ 
dence in Los Angeles ...,” 
Dunst states in court docu¬ 
ments. “I fear not only for 
my own personal safety, 
but also for the safety and 
well being of my house¬ 
mate and assistant.” 


METRO NEWS SERVICES 


Gossip set spawns 
another romance? 



once 

they 


rumours There’s a new 
couple on the set of Gossip 
Girl — Ed Westwiclc and 
Jessica Szohr are reported¬ 
ly dating, imdb.com re¬ 
ports. 

Westwiclc was rumoured 
to be involved with 
actress Drew 
Barrymore, 
but he has 
now sent 
gossips 
to a spin 
by appar¬ 
ently step¬ 
ping out 
with co-star 
Szohr. 

The couple 
was spotted 


canoodling at an airport in 
Dallas, Tex., as they waited 
to catch a flight to New 
York on Sunday. 

“They were trying to be 
discreet by stealing kisses 
near the gate,” a source 
tells New York Post gossip 
column PageSix. 

The pair 
boarded the 
plane and, 
according 
to the 


sat, she read her script and 
he drank a Heinelcen.” 

A representative for both 
stars said, “We do not dis¬ 
cuss our clients’ personal 
life.” 

It wouldn’t be the first 
time romance had 
blossomed on the 
set of the hit 
teen drama: 
Blake Lively 
and Penn Badg- 
ley are dating 
after meeting 
each other 
through the 
show. 

METRO NEWS 
SERVICES 


1 source, \ 
| “They 
were kiss¬ 
ing in the 

aisles, but 


LAS IK MD LASIK Now. Pay in 2010. 

VISION ^ 


LASER VISION CORRECTION 

Starting at 

$ 49(L 


NEW FINANCING 


0 

0 

o* 

Down 

Payments 

Interest 

UNTIL JANUARY 2010* 



Dr. Richard Leger 

MD, FRCSC 
40 000 procedures 


FREE Consultation: 780-702-2020 

EDMONTON: Edmonton City Center Mall, 

10200 - 102 Avenue, Suite Cl 07 

www.lasikmd.com 




* Prices are subject to change without prior notice. Prices vary based on prescription strength. Applicable to surgery on both eyes only, 
t Subject to Desjardins Card Services credit approval. No payments, no interest until January 2010. 


Winnipeg 


Lindsay, Sam not apart 



rumours Lindsay Lohan 
has taken to her online 
blog to slam reports she is 
to split from girlfriend 
Samantha Ronson, 

imdb.com reports. 

The pair, who have been 
dating since earlier this 
year, have been 
dogged with ru¬ 
mours of a breakup 
following a spate 
of arguements. 

The couple 
was recently 
spotted argu¬ 
ing in New 
York, and 
Britain’s 
The Sun 
newspaper 
reported last 
month they 


had a spat outside a Lon¬ 
don nightclub, with Lohan 
left “in tears” after the in¬ 
cident. 

But the actress is sick of 
the rumours, and is 
adamant she and Ronson 
are still together. 

She writes on her 
MySpace blog, “Ru¬ 
mors ... Just to clear 
this up ... Because I 
have been getting a 
lot of e-mails asking 
me this one ques¬ 
tion. Samantha 
Ronson and Lind¬ 
say Lohan (me) are 
not breaking up,” 
before ending the 
posting with a smi¬ 
ley face. 

METRO NEWS SERVICES 


Brad, Angelina can’t cook 



people Actor Brad Pitt is 
ashamed of his poor cook¬ 
ery skills but insists his 
partner Angelina 
Jolie is no better, an¬ 
nouncing the best 
meal she has pre¬ 
pared for him is “ce¬ 
real,” imdb.com re¬ 
ports. 

The couple has six 
children to 
gether, 
but Pitt 
admits 
that 


neither of them are able to 
conjure up a meal for their 
family because they 
just can’t cook. 

I can rock a 
Sunday BBQ but 
that’s as far as my 
culinary talents 
go,” Pitt says. 

When asked what 
Jolie’s signature dish 
would be, Pitt 
replied, “Cere¬ 
al.” 
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Michele McDougall, Weather Specialist & Host - Breakfast Television 

“My favorite part is reporting the weather. It fascinates me, and as we know around 
here, it’s always changing, keeping forecasters on their toes’.' WEEKDAYS AT 6 A.M. 


BREAKFAST 

TELEVISION 


entertainment 15 


Today 

Flurries 

-10 c / -14 c 


Thursday 

Mainly sunny 

-9 c / -15 c 


Friday 

Cloudy 

1 c / -12 c 



Sudoku 


HOW TO PLAY: Digits 1 through 9 will appear once in each 
zone - one zone is an outlined 3x3 grid within the larger 
puzzle grid. There are nine zones in the puzzle. 
Do not enter a digit into a box if it already appears 
elsewhere in the same zone, row across or column down 
the entire puzzle. 





2 




1 

6 

4 

3 




6 




1 




9 



7 

4 


6 



8 


9 



5 








1 



7 


5 



6 


8 

1 



2 




9 




9 




2 

3 

6 

2 




1 





Crossword across 


1 Funny folks 

game 

measure 

5 Every iota 

25 With 34- 

41 Gandhi wrap¬ 

8 State 

Across, kind of 

per? 

12 Birthright 

number a ZIP 

43 Tomorrow, in 

barterer 

code generally is 

Tijuana 

13 Pod denizen 

28 Morays 

46 Join together 

14 

30 Guitar’s kin 

50 Ear-related 

Unembellished 

33 Raw rock 

51 Spine compo¬ 

15 Word-for-word 

34 See 25-Across 

nent 

17 Met melody 

35 Afternoon af¬ 

54 Make fun of 

18 Third rock 

fair 

55 Have bills 

from the Sun 

36 Apiece 

56 Encounter 

19 Applied the 

37 Muhammad 

57 Hot tubs 

first coat 

and Laila 

58 Take a spouse 

21 Stromboli 

38 Burn around 

59 Big hatchets 

spillage 

the edges 


24 Popular card 

39 Resistance 



Crossword down I 

1 “— Only Just 

16 “Eureka!” 

ing word 

Begun” 

20 Oxidationout- 

38 Hollywood in¬ 

2 Cruising 

come 

dustry 

3 “Young 

22 Bridal conceal¬ 

40 Cabbies 

Frankenstein” ac¬ 

er 

42 Trench 

tress Teri 

23 Sponsorship 

43 Some parents 

4 Hardly blunt 

25 Dandy 

44 On 

5 Suitable 

26 Rage 

45 Acknowledge 

6 Floral garland 

27 Brunette in 

47 Mountain goat 

7 Aladdin’s prop 

the “Archie” 

48 Genealogy 

8 Forcefully 

comics 

chart 

9 Martini ingredi¬ 

29 Bart’s sister 

49 Diner sign 

ent 

31 Mauna — 

52 Ram’s mate 

10 A Great Lake 

32 Hearing organ 

53 Roulette bet 

11 Peruse 

34 Rhett’s shock- 



PREVIOUS DAY'S CROSSWORD AND SUDOKU ANSWERS: 
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Find today's answers + play more games at metronews.ca 


SUDOKU SOLVE TIME: 17-21 min.Smart 

Under 13 min.Genius 21-25 min.Not bad 

13-17 min.Scholar 25 + min.Keep practising 



Mustard-Tarragon 
Chicken Saute 

INGREDIENTS: 

2 teaspoons olive oil 

4 skinless, boneless chicken 
breast halves (about 11/2 
lbs /750 g), pounded to 1 / 2 - 
inch thickness 

2 tablespoons flour 

5 scallions, cut into l-in. ( 2 . 5 - 
cm) lengths 

3/4 cup chicken broth 
1 tablespoon red wine vinegar 
4 teaspoons Dijon mustard 
1 tablespoon chopped fresh 
tarragon or 1 tsp (5 mL) dried 
1 small tomato, seeded and 
diced 

1/4 cup diced gherkin pickle 

METHOD: 

1. In large nonstick skillet, 
heat oil over medium heat. 
Dredge chicken in flour, 
shaking off excess. Add 
chicken to pan and saute 4 
minutes per side or until 


golden brown. With slotted 
spoon, transfer chicken to 
plate. 

2. Add scallions to pan and 
cook 1 minute. Add broth 
and vinegar, and bring to a 
boil. Stir in mustard and tar¬ 
ragon, and return to a boil. 
Stir in tomato and pickle. 
Return chicken to pan, 
reduce to simmer, cover, 
and cook 5 minutes or until 
chicken is cooked through 
and sauce is richly flavoured. 
Serve chicken with sauce 
spooned on top. 

SERVES 4 



Horoscopes 


AVATAR VENUS 


ARIES 

MARCH 21-APRIL 20 

Don’t insist on deadlines being 
met. A viable concept will be 
seen to work. You’ll be severe if 
you’re asked tough questions. 



TAURUS 

APRIL 21-MAY 21 


© 


A friend refuses to take part in 
any risk-taking. Someone 
needs your help. A phone call 
creates momentary forgetful¬ 
ness. 


GEMINI 

MAY 22-JUNE 21 



A man’s attempt to expose cor¬ 
ruption is irritating. Certain 
plans are best kept secret for a 
short time. A carefree person 
brings good news. 


CANCER 

JUNE 22-JULY 22 



Eliminate misery from your vo¬ 
cabulary. Trivial pleasures can 
cause social snobbery to arise. 
Don’t jump to conclusions. 


LEO 

JULY 23-AUG 23 


You’ll find treats in the least 
likely place. Everything will 
work out if you’re patient. A 
woman will make a dreadful 
error. 


VIRGO 

AUG 24-SEPT 22 


Do some walking to find what 
you really want. Face up to 
your motivation to change 
your life. Tie up any loose ends. 


© 


LIBRA 

SEPT 23-OCT 23 

You’ll want to retreat from the 
world. You may have lost the 
ability to focus on conversa¬ 
tions. Your feelings will im¬ 
prove by tomorrow. 


SCORPIO 

OCT 24-NOV 22 

Mixed fortunes will prevail. 
Your values are called into 
question. Fear of the unknown 
causes everything to bog down. 


SAGITTARIUS iOv 

NOV 23-DEC 21 VC/ 

Invite your friends and family 
to visit. Give in to the merri- 
ness of a great moment. Noth¬ 
ing lasts forever. 


CAPRICORN iOv 

DEC 22-JAN 20 \Jy 

Someone is trying to pull a fast 
one. An anxious friend laughs 
too hard. Domestic difficulties 
will be remarkably advanta¬ 
geous. 


AQUARIUS 

JAN 21-FEB 18 

Be courageous and give some¬ 
thing a try. It’s your turn to be a 
hero. An old flame is living on a 
lonely street. 


PISCES 

FEB 19-MARCH 20 

Emotions will be on public dis¬ 
play. It’s not a good day to 
spend lazing around. Careless¬ 
ness will have someone all 
worked up. 


TELL METRO READERS 

WHAT YOU THINK 

«tuwuuvjimm 

Whether you agree or disagree about anything 
you've read in Metro, we want to know. 

Send us your views and pick up Metro daily 
to find out what other Metro readers are saying. 

Email your letters to 

edmontonletters@metronews.ca 


metr® 

Do it daily. 



/^Cross over Journey^v 
' Rings set in 14kt White or 
Aellow Gold, .25 - l.OOcttw 


Journey Pendant 
& Earrings Set in 14kt 
White Gold, .50 - .75cttw 

? s799 ^ $599 


a/ Q)iov7umcl 

a/, ^ni/eft ent/enl < ^ewe//er& 


j r^> 

11248 - 170 STREET I PH: 780.484.6342 


TOLL FREE: 1.800.896.4385 

1 J J 

F? More great gift ideas at: 

V_y STILL THE BIGGEST & STILL THE BEST... PI 

ace toShopfor Christmas " WWW.INDEPENDENTJEWELLERS.NET 


This day in history 

DEC. 3,1976: An assassination attempt is made on Bob Marley. He 
is shot twice but plays a concert two days later. 

DEC. 3,1970: In Montreal, kidnapped British Trade Commissioner 
James Cross is released by the Front de Liberation du Quebec ter¬ 
rorist group after being held hostage for 60 days. Police negotiate 
his release and in return the Canadian government grants five ter¬ 
rorists from the FLQ> Chenier Cell safe passage to Cuba. 

DEC. 3,1997: In Ottawa, representatives from 121 countries sign a 
treaty prohibiting manufacture and deployment of anti-personnel 
landmines. The United States, People’s Republic of China, and Rus- 
sia do not sign the treaty, however. metro news services 











































































































































































































































For more details on these great offers, visit your TELUS authorized dealer or retailer, visit telusmobility.com or call 1 -866-264-2966. 

~l WAL-MART te' i &J V isions 

Phone availability and price mayvary. Prices are subject to change without notice. *Available until December 25,2008. Effective net price after in-store discount at time of activation. Available for clients (new and renewal) who activate voice and data service with a combination of a voice rate plan and a data add-on totalling $45 or more on a 3 year term. TELUS reserves the right to modify eligible rate plans with this offer at any time without 
advance notice. fOffer available as an add-on to voice rate plans with a plan rate of $30 or greater on PDA smartphones (with TELUS mobile email only) and BlackBerry smartphones (with BlackBerry Internet Service only). An additional 100 will apply for each text message or attachment sent outside of Canada and the U.S. Premium messages are not included. Instant messaging available with Windows Live Messenger on PDA smartphones 
only and BlackBerry Messenger on BlackBerry smartphones only. Data used while roaming in the U.S. is charged at $8/MB. Any usage incurred through a laptop/computer will be charged at $8/MB. Cannot be combined with any other data plan. Web browsing and applications usage is not available on BlackBerry smartphones and is charged at pay-per-use rate of $8/MB on PDA smartphones. TELUS, the TELUS logo and the future is friendly 
are trademarks of TELUS Corooration. The BlackBerrv smartDhone and RIM families of related marks, imaaes and symbols are the exclusive DroDerties of and trademarks of or reaistered trademarks of Research In Motion Limited - used bv Dermission. Gooale and the Gooale loao are trademarks of Gooale. Inc. Yahoo is a reaistered trademark of Yahoo! Canada Co. All other trademarks are Drooertv of their resDective owners. © 2008 TELUS. 


►►FUTURE SHOP 


Downtown 


Fort Saskatchewan 


9542 86th Ave. 

9914 103rd St. 

Leduc 

6B - 5904 50th St. 


TELUS AUTHORIZED 
DEALERS 


EDMONTON 


A 


Kingsway Garden Mall 
TELUS Plaza North 

Bonnie Doon Mall 
Londonderry Mall 
Northgate Mall 
South Edmonton Common 
Southgate Mall 
West Edmonton Mall 


5205 50th Ave. 

Sherwood Park 

162 -26 Strathmoor Dr. 
(Road King) 

Sherwood Park Mall 

Spruce Grove 

Westland Market Mall 


^TELUS 

the future is friendly 


30 - 96 Campsite Rd. 

St. Albert 

St. Albert Centre 

30 - 200 St. Albert Rd. 

20 Muir Dr. 


smart deal is coming 
your way. 

Get the 3G BlackBerry Curve for just $49.99.* 


9915 108A Ave. NW 

11315 104th Ave. 

WEST END 


5 - 14220 Yellowhead Trail 


For $20/month, add to select voice plans: 

UNLIMITED personal email, IM and text, 
all on Canada’s largest 3G network. 1. 


14903 118th Ave. 

10429 178th St. 

NORTH 


9624 165th Ave. 

12714 137th Ave. 

13034 50th St. 

SOUTH 


5912 104th St. 

10309 34th Ave. 

5926 99th St. 

8708 51st Ave. 

4515 Gateway Blvd. 


$49 


99 ' 


3G 


BlackBerry® Curve™ 8330 smartphone 

(3 year term) 


Yxnoo? 


MAIL 


X 






























